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CONFIDENTIAL PHNOM PENH 1182 

EXDIS 

FROM AMBASSADOR 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MOPS, EAID, CB 

SUBJECT: MEKONG CONVOY OPERATION 

REF: PHNOM PENH 1028 
PHNOM PENH 1054 

CONVOY HAS BEEN POSTPONED AGAIN FOR ANOTHER 24 HOURS AND 
IS NOW SCHEDULED TO SAIL EARLY MORNING JAN. 21. THIS 
DELAY IS DUE TO DIFFICULTY FRIENDLY FORCES ENCOUNTERED 
IN CUTTING BARRICADE OBSTRUCTING MEKONG CHANNEL NEAR 
VIETNAMESE BORDER. AT THREE CRUCIAL CHOKE POINTS, FRIENDLY 
TROOPS HAVE LANDED BUT AT FOURTH SITE, NEAR BARRICADE, 
FRIENDLY TROOPS RAN INTO STIFF OPPOSITION. KHMER AIR 
FORCE WORKING WELL. WE ARE CONFIDENT THAT REMAINING 
BARRICADE CAN BE SEVERED AND THAT CONVOY WILL MAKE 
DASH FOR PHNOM PENH TOMORROW, JANUARY 21. 

DEAN 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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